ISH. 














THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 








For MONDAY, January 18, 1796. 





Some ACCOUNT of the ISLAND of CEYLON. 


HIS large and valuable ifland is about 250 miles in length, 

and 195 in breadth. In general the air is very good, 
and: though the country is full of mountains, there are fertile 
vallies : In fome places the mountains are very high and bate 
ren, being nothing but dreadful rocks without water. It is 
particularly remarkable for its plenty of cinnamon, which is 
in the pofleffion cf the Dutch, who drove away the Portu- 
guefe. In fome places there are rich mines, from whence are 
got rubies, fapphires, topazes, and cat-eyes, befides other ftones 
of lefs value. Inthe kingdom of Candy is plenty of carda- 
mums, very large. The pepper here is fo good that it fells 
dearer than that of other places. Here is plenty of wood for 
all forts of ufes, and fome proper for -dying red. It aboynds 
in corn, buffaloes, goats, hogs, deer, hares, dogs, jackalls, 
monkies, tigers, and bears ; They havea quadruped no bigger 
than a hare, which perfectly refembles a deer. Befides the 
buffalo, there is another of the beeve kind, which hatha high 
back and four white feet; but this is a great rarity. Their 
elephants are like thofe in other places, and they have fome 
likewife that are fpotted, but very {carce. They have great 
variety of birds, fome of which are not to be met with in 
other places, They have very dangerous ferpents and ants, 
which do a great deal of mifchief. The moft remarkable 
tree in this ifland is the tallipot, one of whofe leaves will cover 
tenmen, and keep them from the rain; they are very light, 
and travellers carry them from place to place, and ufe them 
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inflead of tents, ‘The inhzbitants are divided :into feveral 
tribes, from the nobleman down to the maker of mats, and 
all the children follow the fame bufinefs as their fathers; nor 
is it lawful to marry into any other tribe. ‘Their religion is 
idolatry ; and though they acknowledge a fupreme God, they 
worfhip none but the inferior fort, and among thefe they 
reckon the jun and moon. Their pagods, or temples, are very 
numerous, in which there are images, wet] executed, though 
their figures are monftrous; fome are of filver, others of cope 
per, &c. The different forts of gods have various prielts, 
who have all fome privileges.” Their houfes are {mall and 
low, with walls made of hurdles, (moothly covered with clay, 
andthe roofs‘thatched. They have no chimnies, and their 
furniture is only a few earthen veilels, with two copper bafons, 
and twoor three ftools; none but the King being allowed to 
fit ina chair. ‘With regard to eating, they are generally cone 
tented with rice and falt, and their common drink is water, 
which they pour into their mouths out of a veflel like a tea 
pot, through the fpout, never touching it with their lips. 
There are infcriptions on the rocks, which muft be very an- 
cient, for they are not underftood’by any of the prefent inha 
bitants. Lon. from 78. 0, to 82. 1. E. lat. from €. oc. to 
10.0, N. 

The middle of the country is mountainous and woody, fo 
that the rich and beautiful vallies are left in the pofleffion of 
the Dutch, who have in a manner fhut up the King in his cas 
pital city, Candy, which ftands on a mountain in the middle 
of the ifland, fo that he has fcarcely any communication with 
other nations, or any property in the riches of his own domi- 
nions, The defcendants of the ancient inhabitants are called 
Cinglafies, who, though idolators, value themfelves upon main- 
taining their ancient laws and cultoinms. They are.in general 
a fuber, inoffentive people, and are mingled with Moors, Ma- 
jabars, Portuguele, and Dutch, 

It may be here proper to obferve, that the cinnamon tree, 
which is the native of this ifland, has two, if not three barks, 
which form the true cinnamon; the trees. of a middling 
growth and age afford the belt; and the body of the tree, 
which, when firipped, is white, ferves for building and other 
ufes. In 1656, the Dutch were invited by the natives of this 
delicious ifland, to defend them from the Portuguefe, whom 
they expelled, and have monopolized it ever fince to them- 
felves. Indeed in January, 1782, Trincomale, the chief fea 
portin the ifland, was taken by the Englifh, but foon afters 
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wards retaken by the French, and reftored to the Dutch by the 
lait treaty of peace. 





REMARKS on DRUNKENNESS. 
[From Anecdotes of diftinguifhed Perfons, Vol. ii. p. 165. 


O thew the dangers of ebriety, the Catholic legends tell 

us of fome hermit to whom the Devil gave his choice 

of three crimes; two of them of the moft atrocious kind, 

and the other to be drunk, The poor faint chofe the laft, as 

the leaft of the three; but when drunk, committed the other 
two. 

The baneful effeAs of this pernicious vice upon the body 
are defcribed by the ingenious Dr. Darwin, in his “ Zaono- 
mia,” under an allegory which would not have difgraced the 
fplendid imagination of Lord Bacon himfelf, 

Prometheus,” fays the Doétor, “ was painted as ftealing 
fire from Heaven, that might well reprefent the inflammable 
fpirit produced by fermentation, which may be faid to animate 
orenliven the man of clay; whence the conquefts of Bac- 
chus, as well as the temporary mirth and noife of his devotees. 
But the after-punifhment of thofe who tteal this accurfed fire, 
isa vulture gnawing the liver, and weil allegorizes the poor 
inebriate lingering for years under painful difeafes.”’ 

And that the graces and energies of poetry may come in 
aid of the figure fo ftrongly depicted in profe, the fame great 
phyfiologift, in his “ Botanic Garden,” in the moft fublime 
imagery, and with the greateft ftrength of perfonification, has 
compofed a picture which fhould be painted and hung up in 
every chamber dedicated to Bacchanalian feftivity. 

Dr. ‘Darwin perfonifies the Goddefs of Wine under the 
name of Vitis, who thus addreffles her votaries : 


“ Drink deep, fweet youths,”’ fedutive Vitis cries, 

“ The maudlin tear-drop gliftening in her eyes; 

*¢ Green leaves and purple clufters crown her head, 

* And the tall Thyrfus ftays her tott’ring tread ; 

« Drink deep,” fhecarols, as fhe waves in air 

“ The mantling goblet, ‘* and forget your care.” 

“ O’er the dread feaft malignant Chymia fcowls, 

“ And mingles poifon in the netar’d bowls. 

“ Fell gout peeps grinning thro’ the flim(y fcene, 

* And bloated dropfy keeps behind anfeen. 
G 2 
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« Wrapp’d in her robe, white Lepra hides her ftains 5 
“ And filent frenzy, writhing, bites his-chains.”’ 





ANECDOTES ¢f CHARLES the FIFTH. 


HE Emperor, Charles the Fifth, was applied to by two 
women of fafhion, at Bruffels, to fettle the point of 
precedency between them, the difpute refpeCting which had 
been carried to fuch a height, that the ladies had given each 
other very hard words, and their fervants had come to blows 
before the portico of the church of St. Gudule in that city. 
Charles, after affefting to hear with a moft minute attention 
what each lady had to fay-in favour. of her own rank, decided 
that the greateft fimpleton of the two fhould have the pas. In 
confequence of this jedgmenit, whenever the ladies met, they 
were prodigioufly civil to each other, and were peculiarly 
anxious to give cach other that precedence each had arrogated 
to herfelf. 

Charles, while he was in poffeffion of his regal dignity, 
thought fo flightingly of it, that when one day, in paffling 
through a village in Spain, he met a peafant who was drefled 
with a tin crown upon his head, and a fpit in his hand for a 
truncheon, as the Eafter King; (according to the cuftom of 
that great feftival in Spain) who told the Emperor that he 
fhould take off his hat to him; ** My good friend,” replied 
the Prince, * I with you joy of your new office; you will 
find it a very troublefome one, I can aflure you.” 

After his abdication, Charies amufed himfelf, in his retiree 
ment, at St. Julte, with making collections of clocks and 
watches, and in obferving their diffezent motions; and ufed 
to obferve with a figh, how ill he had {pent his time in endeae 
vouring to make mankind think alike in religious matters, 





oe 


when he had never been able to make two watches go per- 


fectly together. 





ODDITIES of Mr. HAGEMORE, 


HE following extraordinary relation has juft fallen into 

our hands:—The Rev. Mr. Hagemore, of Calthorp, 
Leicefterthire, died the 1ft of Januafy, 1746, poflefied of the 
following effects, viz. 700). per annum, and 10001. in money, 
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He kept one fervant of cach fex, whom he kept locked up 
every night. His laftemployment in an evening was to go 
round his premifes, let loofe his dogs and fire a gun. 

He loft his life as follows: Gving one morning to let out 
his fervants, the dogs fawned upon him fuddenly, and, threw 
him into a pond, where he was breaft high. The fervants 
heard him call for affiftance, but being locked up, could not 
Jend him any, 

He had thirty gowns and caflocks, fifty-eight dogs, one 
hundred pair of breeches, one hundreti pair of boots, four 
hundred pair of fhoes, eighty wigs, yet always wore his own 
hair, eighty waggons and carts, eighty ploughs and ufed none, 
fifty faddles ani furniture for the menage, thirty wheelbarrows 
fo many walking fticks that atoyman, in Leicefter-fields, bid 
his executor eight pounds for them, fixty horfes and mares, 
three hundred *pick-axes, two hundred fpades and fhovels, 
feventy-five ladders, and two hundred and torty razors. 





CCOUNT of the FERN OWL, or GOAT SUCKER. 


HE country people have a notion that the fern-owl, or 
churn-owl, or eve-jarr, which they alfo call a pucke- 
ridge, is very injurious to weanling calves, by inflicting, as it 
flrikes at them, the fatal diftemper known to cow- leeches by 
the name of puckeridge, ‘Thus docs this harmlefs, illfated 
bird fal! under a double imputation, which it by no means 
deferves; in Italy, of fucking the teats of goats, whence itis 
called caprimulgus 5 and with us, ofitcommunicating a deadly 
diforder to cattle. But the truth of the matter is, the malady 
abovementioned is eccafioned by the e/frus Lovis, a dipterous 
infect, which lays its eg gs along the chines of kine, where the 
maggots, when hatched, cat t treir way through the hide of the 
beaft into the flefh, and grow toa very large | fize. I have juft 
talked with a man who fays, he has more than once ftripped 
calves who have died of the puckerid ge; thattheail or com- 
plaint lay along the chine, where the ficfh was much fwelled, 
and filled with | purulent matter. Once I myfelf faw a large 
rough maggot of this fort {queezed out of the back of acow. 

T hefe maggots in Effex are called wornils. 

‘The leaft obfervation and attention would convince men, 
that thefe birds neither injure the goatherd nor the g grazie Ss ™ 
are perfectly harmlefs, and fubsitt alone, being night birds, 
hig shit infects, fuch as farabat and phalane 5 and through the 

month 
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month of July moftly on the fearabeus /ol/titialis, which in many 
diftri&ts abounds at that feafon. Thofe that we have opened 
have always had their craws ftuffed with large night-moths and 
their eggs, and pieces of chaffers : Nor does itanywife appear 
how they can, weak and unarmed as they feeim, inflict any harm 
upon kine, unlefs they poficfs the powers of animal magnetifm, 
and can affect them by fluttering over them. 

A fern owl, this evening, (Auguft 27) fhowed off in.a 
very, unpfual and entertaining manner, by hawking round and 
sound the circumference of my great {preading oak, for twenty 
times following, keeping moftly “clole to the grafs, but occa- 
tionally glancing up amid the boughs of the tree. This amu- 
fing bird was then in purfuit of a brood of fome particular 
phalzna belonging to the oak, of which there are feveral forts ; 
and exhibited on the occafion a command of wing fuperior, I 
think, to thatof the {wallow itfelf. 

When a perfon approaches the haunt of fern-owls in an 
evening, they continue flying round the head of the obtruder, 
and by ftriking their wings together above their backs, in the 
manner that the pigeons called fmiters are known to do, make 
a fmart {nap ; perhaps at that time they are jealous for their 
young ; and this noife and g gefture are intended by way of nie- 
nace. 

Fern-owls have attachment to oaks, no doubt on account of 
food ; for the nextevening we faw one again feveral times 
among the boughs of the fame tree ; but it cid not fkim round 
its {tem over the grafs,as on the evening before. In May 

} 


thefe birds find the fcarabeus melolontha on the oak 5 and the 


fearabaus folfiitialis at Midlummer. ‘Thefe peculiar birds can 
only be watched and oblerved for two hours in the twenty- 
four ; and then ina dubious twilight, an hour after fun-fet and 
an hour before menotile. 

On this day, (July 14,1789) a woman brought me two 
eggs of a fern-owl, or eve-jarr, which the found onthe verge 
of the hanger, totne left of the hermitage under a beechen 
fhrub. This perfon, who lives juft at the foot of the hanger, 
feems well acquainted with thele nocturnal {wallows, and {ays 
fhe has often found their eggs near that place, and that they 
lay only two at a time on the ’ bare ground. ‘I’he eggs were 

oblong, dufky, and freak: we mewhat in the manner of the 

plumage of the parent bird, and were equal in fize at each end. 

The dam was fitting on the eggs when found, which contained 

the rudiments of young, and would have beea h: atched perhaps 

in a week. Fromhence we may fee the time of their breed- 
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ing, which correfponds pretty well with that of the {wift, as 
does alfo the period of their arrival. Each fpecies is ufualiy 
feen about the beginning of May. Each br eeds but onceina 
fummer ; each lays only two eggs, 

July 4, 1790. The woman who brought me two fern-owls 
eggs laft year on July 14,0n this day produced me two more, 

me of which had been laid t this mornin; » aS appears plainly, 
becaufe there was only one in the neft the evening before. 
‘They were found, as la{t July,on the verge of the down above 
the hermitage under a beechen fhrub, on the naked ground.— 
Laft year thofe eggs were full of young, and juft ready to be 
hatched. 

The fe circumftances point out the exa& time when thefe 
curious nocturnal migratory birds lay their eggs, and hatch their 
young. 

Fern-owls, like {nipes, ftone curlews, and fome other birds, 
make no neft. Birds that buildonthe ground do not make 
much of nefts. 





Of the Coqueiry, Ornament, Neatnefs,and Drefs of the 
Dutch. 


[From Mr. Pratt’s Gleanings, &c.] 


| nr flightly mentioned to you fomewhere the love of 

ornament among{t the Dutch, as_inconfiftent with the 
weight, not to fay heavinefs » of their appearance. I think this 
over finery is to be difcovered principally in their liveries, 
which are often gaudy and rich, fometimes elegant. It is ex- 
hibited alfu in their furniture, barges, chimneys, cMians and 
mills. It even fhows iifeif in certain indefcriba ble places ; yet, 
generaliy (peaking, all thefe things are fo out of keeping with 
their own figures and fafhions—fuch, for inftance, as their deep 
brown or blue fuits of Dutch homefpun or Prufiian, their un 
yielding features, immenfe breeches, prepoiterous petticoats, 
ftupendous hip-pads, and meafured pace— that they feem as 
littleof a piece as if the faid homefpun jerkins, &c. were to be 
trimmed with gold and Silver, foils and fringes. 

As to tae w: aterfaring mea (freth or falt) they are be-buttoned 
trom top to toe, each button, not excepting thofe of the waift- 
band, athird part larger than an Englifh crown piece, and 
always of folid filver. One whimfical fellow, who was matter 
of a fithing fmack, ufed to exhibit himfelf with a fuit of 

varie 
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coarfe blue bays, or ferge, the coat buttons of which were 
Zealand rix-dollars (a piece of filver the fize of our crown) 
the wailteoat was buttoned with florins, and ‘trowfers with 
fchellings (larger thanour fhilling), the waiftbond and flaps 
with pieces of thirty ftivers (half a crown), his check fthire 
with dublikys (filver two-peaces), and his fhoes were faftened 
by. twenty-eight ftiver pieces, cut intoclafps, and a guilder for 
the button of hishat; which hat was, in itfelf, a curiofity, 
being folded into three corners, in the way that grocers: make 
up their penny-worths, into leng bags of whitc-brown paper, 
which, you know, are, 
“ Small by degrees, and whimfically lefs.” 

Indeed even the higher clafs of Hollanders are too full of 
button, wearing four where an Englifhman would content 
himfclf with one, and placing them foclofe that it is quite a 
Jabour to faften and lecfe them. 

I have praifed the Dutch neatnefs ; itis worthy of praife; 
but occafionally carried to excefs. It now and then goes into 
caricature. You have always the fear of the pail and fcrub- 
bing brufhes before your eyes. Onthe grand cleaning day, 
which here is Friday, the maid fervants are to be feen puddling 
below, ankle-deep, and {pouting above at the windows as if 
they were playing off an engine to extinguifh a conflagration; 
although the great end propofed, is only to wafh away the duft 
that may have gathered on the fafhes, in the courfe of the 
week. An Englifh traveller who comes from the comforts of 
a dry reom, or whofe ftate of health would fuffer from damps, 
muft reconcile to this dé/agrement as well as he can; as he 
will, from an intention of civility, be fhown into an apartment 
juft wathed, he had better double his defence, by an additional 
pair of focks, or ftockings; for the Dutch landlord would 
deem itrude to take his gueft into a room that has not been 
laid under water fiace the laft company went out of it; and 
were you to argue againft the thing, he would fet you down as 
a dirty traveller, who did not know how to behave yourfelf in 
aciean country. 
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‘Through every part of Holland, the natives are great ob- J 
fervers of fymmetry. Isa brufh, for example, part of the } 
furniture of aroom, it willbe found hanging up, equidiftant § 
with another of the fame fize, fhape, and fafhion, to anfwer it J 


“¢ Cup faces cup, each faucer has its brother, 
“ And half the cupsboard juft refleéts the other.” 
This matter is alfo fpoken to in former Gleanings. 
6 But 
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But with refpect to the modes of dreffing, it is out of my 
memory whether I have before mentioned a great and general 
refemblance betwixt the Welch and German peafantry. At 
leaft eighty out of every hundred of the latter are habited in 
the dark blue, or deep brown of the former, and have a number 
of cuftoms incommon, which is the lefs to be wondered at, 
when we confider the mixture of the two nations, when the 
Saxons, fometimes by treachery, fometimes.by invitation, and 
fometimes by invafion, became matters or partners of Cambria. 
But fo many ages having pafled away fince the Saxon Hep- 
tarchy, and even fince the expulfion of theGermans, whether 
friends or enemies, from the Principality of Wales, it was 
curious enough for a traveller, who had juft been gleaning that 
country, to findfuch a gencral refemblance in the drefs, air, 
habits, and even features of a people fo remote, and with 
which, modernly fpeaking, they had not, nor ever could have, 
the flighteft intercourfe. 

“ They who came over out of Germany into Wales (fays 
Caradoc) to aid the Britons againft their enemies, the Piéts and 
Scots,were partly Saxons, Angles, and Juthes ; from the firft 
of which came the people of Effex, Suflex, Middlefex, and the 
Weft Saxons ; from the Angles, the Eaft Angles and the Mer- 
Cians, and they that inhabited the North fideof the Humber ; 
from the Juthes, the Kentifh men, and they who fettled in the 
Ife of Wight.” 

Thus the Englifh nation and its appendages, like the 
Englith language, appears to be a compound of every other 
Country, and, particularly, of Germany. From fettlements, 
marriages, defcents, &c, it is reafonable that there fhould be 
preferved fome family cuftoms and family features. A likenefs 
of countenance may be traced, indeed, through all clafies of 
the Empire of Germany and Great-Britain: Andthe former 
being certainly (takenas an whole) a brave, ingenious, and 
generous nation, I was pleafed to trace the fimilitude, and admit 
the original alliance. 

Time has worn out the refentments ; but whatever brings 
to memory a bond of connexion, and of amity, though formed 
between individuals or countries three thoufand years ago, hasa 
charm for the heart. Had I but the hemof a garment in my 
poflefijon, that had been worn by the greateft foe of my family 
on the day of reconciliation, or,at the moment that he came to 
my anceftor (whom he had injured) to avow, and to repent of, 
the wrong, and to promile future loving-kindnefs,—that frag- 
Vor. XXVII, 675. H ment 
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ment of ‘the dre{s fhould have a place in my wardrobe, and be 
held as a memorial. 


COINCIDENCE of REMARKABLE DEATHS. 


T is rather an extraordinary circumftance, that from Stour. 
head, in Wilts, to Salifbury, (the diitance 22 miles) the 
following gentlemen of property, whofe manfions appeared 
confpicuous on or near the road, fhould within the fhort {pace 
of 14 years, be numbered with the dead. I fhall begin with 
that beneficent man, 
Henry H toare, Efq. Stourhead. 
Rev. Mr. Barton, ditto. 
William Chaffin Grove, Efq. Zeals. 
Rev. Mr. Allix, Mere. 
Rev. Mr. Nicholfon, Tifbury. 
Mayne, Efq. Teffont ; he chiefly refided at Kenfing- 





ton. 

William Wyndham, Efgq. Doynton, a romantic-looking 
village, eight miles from Sarum; for more than a cen- 
tury “the feat of the family of Wyndham. 

Edwa ard Whatmo rey E fq. M AV larfhwood. 

Charles Penruddocke, Efq. Compton-Chamberlaine, late § 
M. P. for the county. ' 

Captain Pigot, of the fame. 

Sir Alexander Powell, Hurdcctt. 

Francis Powell, Efq. fon of the above, 

This amiable young man, in his infancy, laboured under a 
complaint fora confiderable time, which no medicines could 
reach, til! nature at laft eff-ted what the fkill of the faculty 
had tried in vain, for in a violent fit of coughing one day, to 
the furpr:ze } O1 m1 brought up a larg e : plumb-{tone 
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exa nder Powell’s deceafe, he came into 
poflefion of a plentiful eftate, which enabled him to put in 
execution a. f{cheme he had always medit: Bed, 0 f making a tour 
to Italy ; but unfortunately i and friends, being eX- 
poled to 0 1 1g to the nigh ng an eruption of Mount § 
Vefuvius from a balcony at Naples, he received a fhock in bis f 
conttitution, which, ‘on ‘is return to his native country, ter § 
minated in death, By his marriage with a lady of bandfome 
fortune, he has left a fon, about 1 5 years old, ' 
Percival Pott, Efq. Burcombe, formerly furgeon to St. Bate § 
tholomew’s Hofpital. 
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Henry Earl of Pembroke, Wilton. 
Thomas Baker, Efq. Bulbridge. 
Rev. Mr. Hawes, Bemerton. 


_— 


ANECDOTES of MARGUERITE ade VALOIS. 
ARGUERITE de VALOIS, firft wife of Henry the 


Fourth of France, on fecing a poor man lying upon a 
dunghill, exclaimed, in Latin, 


“ Pauper ubique jacet.” 
“ In any place, in any bed, 
“© The poor man refts his weary head.” 


The mar, to her aftonifhment, replied, in the fame lan+ 
guage, 
© In thalamis hac noéte tuis, Regina, jacerem, 
¢ Si verum hoc effet, pauper ubique jacet.” 
«¢ Ah, beauteous Queen, were this but truz, 
“ This night I would repofe with you.” 


Marguerite ill-humouredly retorted: 


“ Carceris in tenebris plorans hac nocte jaceresy 
“¢ Si verum hoe effet, pauper ubique jacet.” 

“ Tf this were true, thou wretched wight, 

“ A gaol fhould be thy bed to-night.” 


Marguerite was divorced from Henry, on his acceffion to 
the throne of France, and led up Mary de. Medicis, his fecond 
wife, to the altar at St. Denis to be crowned. She was ex- 
tremely charitable to the poor, and liberal to fcholars and men of 
talents. Her palace at Paris was the rendezvous of the beaux 
efprits of that capital, She was beautiful in her perfon, very 
fafcinating in her manners, and danced with fuch peculiar grace, 
that the celebrated Don John of Auftria went incognito from 
Bruffels to Paris to fee her dance. 

Befides memoirs of her life, which are imperfeé?, fhe wrote 
fome poems. 


REMARK on DESERTS. 


HO will affure us that deferts are not to the habitable 
parts of the earth, the fame as openings and fquares 
Hi 2 are 
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are to large cities; that.they are defigned to preferve the air 
in a ftate of purity, which it muft doubtlefs lofe, were every 
part to be equally inhabited? Or, who will aflure us, that they 
are totally deftitute of inhabitants; fince a celebrated natu- 
ralift relates, that having minutely examined the land in the | 
deferts of Egypt, he difcovered feveral of the known fpecics | 
of infeéts, and others hitherto unknown? But fuppofing them | 
deftitute, it is extremely probable that thofe vaft beds of land, | 
Which extend themfelves from the further extremities of Africa | 
to the centre of Afia, have ftill their utility with refpec to 
life ; either by forming voids, where the atmofphere may re- 
cover its electricity, and other qualities it might have loft, 
were every part equally full of life; or by being neceflary to 
reflect with greater luftre the light deftined to illuminate the 
world, 


The BAGPIPER: 
A FRAGMENT. 3 





Attempted after the Manner of Sterne. 


[From the Oriental Hermit. } 


Y amiable correfpondent Philo Yorick, having favoured 

me with a beautiful and pathetic picture of fortitude, 

as evinced in an old Eaft India foldier,—which he has written 

after the manner of Sterne, foundéd on a circumftance which 

actually happened,—by laying it before the publick, I cannot 
but delight the feeling reader. 


MT sore gone 





a a ey 


I had juft quaffed my laft glafs of claret, and being deter- 
mined immediately to leave the tavern, was going to rife out 
of my arm chair, when the notes of a Highland bagpipe fa- 
luted my ear, wild and rural indeed ; but the notes, though 
wild and rural, were pleafing to my imagination, which they 
wafted in amoment from Calcutta to a Highland heath! ; 

* * + * i 

With my right elbow leaning ona table, and my right cheek § 
fufpended on my right hand, after having liftened for fome ; 
time to the tune of * Over the bills and far awa,”’ in a kind ; 





of tranfport, impelled by curiofity, I gently raifed my head to 
gaze at the mufician, who thus chaunted “ His wood notes 
wild !”==Philo Yorick !—the figure’ which then prefented [ 
itfelf Ff 
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itfelf to thy view, will not readily be effaced from thy remems 
brance!—A Reynolds, indeed, might do itjuftice, yet, if thy 
pen but féebly attempts to do fo, the attempt, perhaps, may be 
pardoned, 

He was a venerable figure, whofe face difcovered the rofes 
of youth, blufhing among the furrows of old age. His filver 
hairs fowed in cluftesing ringlets down his neck, and reached 
forward half, way over his brows, which rofe loftily above a 
pair of eyes, from which benignance delighted to glance, and 
which fparkled with youthful animation, Every feature of 
his face indeed, expreffed amiability, and almoft feemed to 
glow with tranfport and pleafure, while in a foreign land he 
played the antique tunes of his native country. 

Thus far, Philo Yorick, thy foul was pleafed with a furvey 
of the venerable mufician; till cafting a glance downward, 
and beholding he had loft a leg !—fomething caufed a figh to 
tife from thy bofom, and a tear to fteal into thine eye.—The 
mufician, % he watched my motions, obferved this,—his fin- 
gers and elbow forgot to move,—the notes of his pipe ceafed, 
and with a flow, modeft carriage,—he approached me. 

We gazed infenfibly at each other; fympathy—bleffed fym- 
pathy—caufed a fecond figh to efcape my bofom, and another 
to rife from his : Young man, faid he, looking earneftly 
in my face,—prefling one of my hands between his—and hold- 
ing up his wooden ftump,—young man—faid he—you feem 
to be affeQted at feeing this ! 

I was juft thinking—returned I, that in your fituation—fo 
far from home—you are much to be pitied ! 

And did you dopa tear on that account? rejoined he— 
Remember, the limb was loft when fighting for my country ! 

The queftion—joined to the admonitory obfervation which 
followed it—had fuch an effect upon me—that a confcious 
blufh ftole into my checks,—and—but my pen fails !—this 


SINBAD. 





Thomas Paine’s own Account of the Circumflances that 
attended his Imprifonment in France. 


[From Thomas Paine’s Age of Reafon.] 
77 OWARDS the latter end of December, 1790, a motion 


was made and carried, to exclude foreigners ‘from the 
Convention. 
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Convention. There were but two in it, Anacharfis Clootz 
and myfelf; and I faw I was particularly pointed at by Bourdon 
de }’Oife, in his fpeech on that motion. 

Soon after a guard came, about three in the morning, with 
an order, figned by the Committees of Public Safety and Surety 
Genera), for putting me in arreftation as a foreigner, and cone 
veying me to the prifon of the Luxembourg. 

It is with juftice that I fay, that the guard who executed this 
order, and the Interpreter of the Committee of General 
Surety, who accompanied them to examine my papers, treated 
me not only with civility, but with refpect. The Keeper of 
the Luxembourgh, Benoit, a man of a good heart, fhewed to 
me every friendihip in his power, as did alfo all his family, 
while he continued in that ftation. He was removed from it, 
put into arreftation, and carried before the tribunal upon a 
malignant accufation, but acquitted. 

After I had been in the Luxembourg about three wecks, the 
Americans, then in Paris, went ina body to the Convention, 
to reclaim me as their countryman and friend; but were ane 
iwered by the Prefident, Vadier, who was alfo Prefident of the 
Committee of Surety General, and had figned the order for 
my arreftation, that I was born in England, I heard no more 
after this, from any perfon out of the walls of the prifon, till 
the fall of Robefpierre, on the gth of Thermidor. 

About two months before this event 1 was feized with a 
fever, that in its progrefs had every fymptom of becoming 
mortal. Ihad then but little expectation of furviving, and 
thofe about me had lefs. 

I was then with three chamber comrades: Jofeph Vanhuele 
of Bruges, Charles Baftini, and Michael Robyns of Louvain 
The unceafing and anxicus attention of thefe three friends to 
me, by night and day, | remember with gratitude, and mention 
with pleafure. I: happened that a phyfician (Dr. Graham), 
and a furgeon (Mr. Bond), part of the fuit of General 
O’ Hara, were then in the Luxembourg. I afk not myfilf 
whether it be convenient to them, as men under the Englihh 
government, that I exprefs to them my thanks; but I fhould 
reproach myfelf if I did not; and alio to the phyfician of the 
Luxembourg, Dr. Marbahhi. 


I have fome reafon to believe, becaufe I cannot difeover any § 


other caufe, that this ilinefs. preferved me in exiftence 

Among the papers of Robefpicrre, that were examined and re 

ported upon tu the Convention by a committee of deputies, is 
9 a note 
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Demander que Thomas Paine foit decreté d’accufation, pour l’ine 
teret de I’ Amerique autant que dela France. 


Which may be thus tranflated, 


Demand that Thomas Paine be decreed of accufation, for 


the intereft of America as well as of France. 


From what caufe it was that the intention was not put in 
execution, 1 know not, and cannot inform myfelf; and I 
afcribe it toimpoflibility, on account of that illnefs. 

The Convention, to repair as much as lay in their power the 
injuftice I had fuftained, invited me publicly and unanimoufly 
to return into the Convention, and which I accepted, to thew f 
a bear an injury without permitting it to injure my prine 

iples,or my difpofition. It is not becaufe right principles 


bisre be en violated, that they 


re to be abandoned. 





Singular Cuftom in Lancafhire, with a curious Anecdote of 
three Brothers, Bachelors. 


HE grain principally cultivated in L,ancafhire is oats, 


which 


when ground to meal, 


is the food of the la- 


bouring clafs, particularly in the northern and eaftern borders 


of the county, made up in bread cakes, 


of which there are 


varieties prepared by fermentation with four leayen—others 


without leaven, 


thickened with meal into porridge; and this eate 
ichayae milk, fmall beer fweetened with treacle, or treacle 
vas in many families, about forty years ago, both thes 
t and fupper meal. 


only, 
tit fa 


4 cdi 


{ ' 


au’ 


and rolled very thin; alfo water, boiled and 
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This cuftom was fo rigoroufly obferved by a certain family, 


three brothers, batchelors, the lat of whom died only in 17925 
that upon Sunday morning 
a double portion of porsidge 
for the {upper meal, and, 
was put within fide of a be 
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Thefe three brothers were men of landed property, had little 


5 
5 
Ls 
Es 


fociety with mankind, and lived chiefly upon the produce of | 


their own land: They very much deprecated the cuftom of 
felling butter, to accommodate folks who indulged in tea, an 
article which probably none of the three brothers ever talted, 
J with the butter may run through the bottom of their baf- 
kets,” was their ufual expreffion. They brewed their own 
ale, and were proud to bring a cup to cheer the heart of a 
friend, and tohear their ale praifed. Spirituous Jiquors were 
unknown in their manfion. A couple of {wine, fed:and flaughe 
tered by themfelves, fupplied the family the whole year with 
flefh-meat, except occalionally fome neighbour might kill a 


beaft for fale. Conftant attenders upon divine fervice, they 


brought home the texts of :the different preachers, and the 
news Sof the foregoing week. The eldeft brother would take 


an excurfion, generally to the fair at Manchefter, held upon ¢ 


Whit-Monday. He fauntered through tht market for cattle, 
looked through the ftands erected for the difplay of toys for 
fale, purchafed a pennyworth of gingerbread, and regaled him- 
felf with a pint of ale, then returned home, and related. the 
adventures of the day. 





Singular INGENUITY «of NECESSITY: 
AN HISTORICAL TRAIT. 


LTHOUGH the ancient Peruvians were civilifed, in § 


comparifon with the other nations of America, they 
were to be confidered, with refpe& to Europe, as in a ftate of 
great barbarity. Of fingular ingenuity, however, their hif- 
tory affords many traits. The great road of the Incas, which 
* extended from north to fouth upward ef 1500 miles, was in- 
terfected in its courfe, by all the torrents which roll from the F 
Andes toward the Weftern Ocean. ‘The Peruvians could § 
not conftruct bridges either of ftone ortimber. But neceflity, F 
the parent of invention, fuggefted a device which fupplied | 
thatdefect. They formed cables of great ftrength, by twit | 
ing together fome of the pliable ofiers, with which their coune 
try abounds. Six of thefe cables they ftretched acrofs the § 
ftream parallel to one another, and made them faft on each § 
fide. Thefe they firmly bound together by interweaving j 
fmaller ropes, which being covered with branches of treesy fl 
and earth, they pafled along with tolerable fecurity. 
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Aunfwer, by W. Gundry, of Perran-Uthno, (a Pupil, at St. Hi- 
lary School) to F. B. Chivers’ s Queftion, inferted Auguft 31. 


IRST, the diftance from the place of obfervation to the 
foot of the tower is given = 408 feet, and the angle 
comprehended by the hypothenufe, and bafe or diftance = 
13° 14’.—Therefore it will be, 
As the cofine of the angle of altitude = 13° 14’ 9.98831 


Is tothe bafe or diftance = 408 feet 2.61066 
So is the fine of the angle of altitude = 13°14’ = 9.35967 
Torthe altitude required = 96 feet, nearly 1.98202 


*.* We have received the like anfwer from T. D.of Sta- 
verton. 





Anfwer, by W. Goyne, of Lifkeard, to the Rebus, inferted the 7th 
of September. , 


INTER’s dark fcene with care I fought, 
Your rebus clearly to find out, 
A POKER then I did obtain, 
And furely that is what you mean. 


*+* We have received the like anfwer from P. of Dorfet; 
J. F. of Sherborne; T.. Whicker, of Exon; W. Nedwab, 
of Plymouth Dock; N. Coles, junior, of Crediton; T. D. 
and .J. Field, junior, of Staverton; J. Sibley, near Bodmin ; 
J. Gillard, of ‘South Molton; and J. Bodkin, of Heathftock. 








4 REBUS, by » of Staverton Seminary. 
A month firft bring to view 5 
And then a ufeful liquor thew; 
What is uncertain here on earth; 
And next what frequent caufeth mirth ; 
Then, Sirs, I’d have you bring to light, 
The bird that hates Avrora’s light; 
Laftly, ye bards, expound, I pray, 
What followeth the cheerful days; 
The initials plainly will reveal, 
A poet fam’d, who lov’d his country’s weal. 
Vou. XXVII. 675. I . POETRY, 
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Occafionai Lines, Sc. fpoken by Mafter Laurence Boutcher Hal- 


loran, at the Annual Exhibition, by the Young Gentlemen of 
Alphington Academy, December 225 1795+ 


wis rapid courfe, the circling year 
Again this feftive feafon brings ; 
And tho’ around his mantle drear 
O’er the chill fcene December flings ; 
Your chearing {miles can teach our breaits to glow, 
And plant the rofe of June amid the winter’s fnow. 


But ah! thofe fmiles, with trembling heart, 
And anxious hope—’tis our’s to woo, 
Unfkill'd iu rhetoric’s pleafing art, 
And to this public ordeal new, 
While doubts and anxious fears our minds deprefs, 
We fondly with to pleafe—yet dare not hope fuccefs ! 


As yellow autumn bares the trees, 
And gives their honours to the wind ; 
As,waves on waves, along the feas 
Impell'd, are loft in thofe behind ; 
So the gay group, whom erft yoar {miles approv’d, i 
Time, and maturer years, to weightier cares have mov’d ! F 


They, launch’d on Iife’s tempeftuous flood, , 
Pertaps look back on pleafures fled ; 
Wahile we, whom airy dreams delude, 
With ardour burn their fteps to tread : : 
Such is the wayward will of human pride 
The good poffefs’d we fcorn—to rufh on fcenes untried! 


ia et 


** Tho” gay appear the onward road, 
“« Beneath 'thdle flow'rs, which fancy ftrews, 
*« The thorns of care the traveller goad, 
“© And grief his penfive courfe purfues : 
So wifdom warns—yet heedlefs of her lore, 
We pant hole paths to dare, where thoufands fell before! 


%» 


Ah! Whois he, whofe placid foul 
Such fmooth unvarying blifs employs ; 
Who can review life's early goal, 
Nor drop one téar o*er childhood’s joys, 
When memory holds her retrofpeétive glafs, 
And bids in fair array youth’s cloudle{smotnings Bale? 
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But tho’ no ftate in nature’s plan 
Prefents a leve! path and fmooth ; 
Tho’ pain’s the general lot of man, 
Virtue (we know) each carecan foothe, 
She, heav’nly folace! every woe can heal, 
And blunt the various pangs which al] are doom'd to feel ! 


To her, in learuing’s facred bowers, 
Our firlt, our jateit vows are paid ; 
She decks our infant paths with flowers, 
And pleafures, which can never fade : 
And may fhe o’er our future years prefide, 
And fcience, led by her, to fame’s fair temple guide ! 


While now th’ infpiring page we turn, 
O’er claflick ground rejoic’d to rove; 
Our fouls with fond enthufiafm, bura 
To emulate what we approve: 
Oar youthful hearts the bright examples warm, 
And in each ardent breaft congenial virtues form. 


When hiftory’s faithful records tell, 
How “ to avert their country’s woes, 
“© The felf-devoted Decii fell ;”— 
With equal warmth each bofom glows, 
In Britain’s dearer caufe our blood to thed, 
And fhrine our patriot names among th’ illuftrious dead ! 


Hear we, (when with wild phrenzy ftung, 
Sedition fhook Rome’s common weal, ) 
The thunder of a Tully’s tongue, 
And not his godlike ardoar feel? 


And fee we now reviv’d—thofe {ceaes abhorr’d, 
Nor prompts each kindling breaft to grafp th’ avenging {word? 


See we (each figh, each tear forborne) 
Great Cato meet his flaughter’d fon ; 
Yet o’er his much-lov’d country moura, 
By Cvefar’s arts and arms undone? 
And weep we not our country’s adverfe lot, 
And feel, *midit public griefs, each privaté woe forgot ? 


View we Ravaillac’s murd’rous knife, 
Urg’d by fanaticifm impend 
O’er virtuous Henry’s facred life, 
** His people's father and their friend ;” 
And throbs not every ‘breait with loyal zeal, 


To thield the blamelefs Prince, and wreit'th’ affaflin’s fteel ? 
. 


Such are the generous thoughts imprefs’d 
By faithful hiftory’s glowing page ; 

Which, nurtur’d in the youthful breatt, 
Are ripen’d by maturer age, 


*Till all the hero and the patriot fire 
Our minds, ** toaét like them, and be what we admire!” ; 


ail 
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Hail, education ! thou canft mould 
The plaftic foul to nobleit deeds ; 
Cantt all its latent pow’rs unfold, 
And ripens virtue’s embryo-feeds ; 
The mental ore from every drois refine, 
And raife the-mind of man from human to divine! 


LAURENCE HYNES HALLORAN. 
Alphington Academy, November 26, 1795. 








For THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
On the NEW YEAR. 


Ts welcome day is come, with joy replete, 
The new-returning year my friends to greet ; 
Let now no penfive moans affright the ear, 

Far hence all forrow and repining care. 

Now, at this jovial, this refplendent time, 

To feal the lips with filence were a crime ; 

While heart-felt mirth pervades each carelefs breaft, 
And in each look bright pleafure fhines confelt 
Now every hamlet, every houfe rebounds, 

And joy luxuriant from each mouth refounds. 
E’en cheerlefs poverty religns her toil, 

Forgets the lab’ring tool, and learns to fmile. 
Let’s join the choral mirth ; quick bring the bowl, 
The {parkling juice t’ inebriate the foul ; 

And while the with reciprocal goes round 

From friend to friend, and jocund toaits rebound, 
To thee, Oh PANNELL! I’ll my toafimpart, 
And freely {peak the feelings of my heart. 

s¢ A happy year may Heaven propitious fend ! 

** All bliis attending on my worthy friend ! 

*€ May every joy await his full defire, 

*¢ That love or virtuous friendfhip can in{fpire ! 

*¢ May each revolving year ftill greater bliis 

‘* Afford, till death unites in happinefs ! 





Hymn to the Mufe Calliope; a Tranflation from the Greek of 
Diony/fius. 


H Mule belov’d1 Calliope divine ! 
y The firft in rank among the tuneful nine, 
Guide thou my hand, and voice, and let my lyre, 
Re-echo back the notes thy itrains infpire. 


And thou, great leader of the facred band, 
Latona’s fon, at whofe fublime command 

The {pheres are tun’d, whom God and men declare 
Sov’reign of fong, propitious hear my pray’r. 
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